Attitudes of GPs towards the provision of acupuncture on the NHS.
To investigate the attitudes of General Practitioners (GPs) to acupuncture, whether they think it should be available on the NHS and, if so, how it should be provided. Attitudinal postal survey. All 65 practising GPs in the 12 GP practices of the Melton Rutland & Harborough Primary Care Group, UK. A response rate of 83% was achieved. The main findings show that 59% of GPs agreed that acupuncture should be available on the NHS, 83% agreed that it can be clinically useful and 72% that it can be cost effective. Among GPs who acknowledged the potential for an increased role for acupuncture on the NHS there was support for the provision of treatment from either medical or non-medical practitioners, delivered at either NHS or non-NHS premises, and with the NHS providing some, or all, of the required funding. The findings suggest that a majority of GPs are in favour of acupuncture being more widely available on the NHS.